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Genesis 49 
 

Questions to start you thinking about the chapter - the answers are in verses in the chapter: 

 

 

1. Why does Jacob say that Reuben won't excel? 

 

2. Which of Jacob’s sons was blessed with the promise of being like a lion and ruling over his 

brothers? 

 

3. Who did Jacob want to be buried with in the cave in the field of Machpelah? 

 

 

Main points that you see in these sections of the chapter: 

v 1  

 

 

 

v 2 to 27 

 

 

 

v 28 to 33 

 

 

 

 

Related information to look at: Jacob's blessings for his sons. 

A suggested possible interpretation of Jacob's blessings on his sons in Genesis 49 v 3 to 27. 

 Reuben lost his privilege as firstborn because of his incest with Bilhah (v 3 and 4)  

 Simeon and Levi share the trait of violence. Simeon's tribe will be "divided and scattered " 

when Simeon's descendants occupy an area within Judah's tribe. Levi's descendants will 

scattered throughout the land (v 5 to 7) 

 Judah's tribe will provide the ruler of Israel. Jesus Christ came from the tribe of Judah (v 8 

to 12) 

 Zebulun will be close enough to the sea to be involved with shipping (v 13) 

 Jacob says the tribe of Issachar will be strong but not overzealous, sometimes becoming 

servants to others (v 14 and 15) 

 The judge Samson will come from Dan. A group of Danites will show their character 

dealing with Micah in the time of the Judges (v 16 and 17) 

 Being on the east of the Jordan, the tribe of Gad will be vulnerable to attack from Israel's 

enemies (v 19) 
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 The tribe of Asher will have the rich fertile land near the Mediterranean Sea (v 20) 

 Naphtali will have an independent spirit encouraged by their position on the northern 

border (v 21) 

 Joseph's tribes Manasseh and Ephraim will be very fruitful because Joseph trusted in 

God through all his trials when he was sold by his brothers (v 22 to 26) 

 Benjamin's tribe will be very warlike (v 27) 

What have you personally learnt from this chapter and theme? 


